
As the central component of business, corporate data is growing by leaps 
and bounds and the management of ever-expanding amounts of data over 
time is now becoming a major challenge for small to mid-size businesses 
(SMBs).  A slew of regulations involving the financial industry, healthcare 
providers and public companies have increased the requirements for 
data retention, and many companies have stepped forward to create 
requirements that align with audit and risk management policies.

In meeting needs to retain critical data, SMBs must also consider how 
to efficiently and cost-effectively use their storage capacity.  Information 
Lifecycle Management (ILM) and tiered storage strategies have been 
created to address these needs, allowing companies to categorize 
business data according to factors including type, importance and 
need for retention.  These strategies also require that business critical 
information must be stored to allow rapid access for business continuance, 
and that lower level data – such as e-mail and other less accessed data 
– can be archived for compliance and/or auditing purposes.  ILM allows 
companies to optimize the use of storage data, moving archival data 
to lower cost secondary storage while keeping business critical data 
on primary storage.  These strategies, as well as data protection and 
movement of archival copies to remote locations, make for a robust ILM 
implementation.

Select robust, enterprise class storage for primary use

As we explore implementation of an overall solution to address ILM and 
tiered storage requirements, we must consider the types of data that 
will reside in primary and secondary storage pools.  Primary storage, 
used for daily business operation, should typically be stored on a highly 
available solution.  In our ILM solution, we recommend iQstor’s iQ1000 
Fibre Channel Storage System for primary storage use.  The iQ1000 
is an intelligent, self-contained storage system that combines proven 
enterprise level features with fully redundant disk drives. Delivering 
storage scalability, redundancy and data services features including 
storage virtualization, snapshots, mirroring, remote replication, storage 
provisioning and automated capacity growth, each iQ1000 scales to 4.5TB.

Challenge:  Implement a cost-effective 
tiered storage system to protect and 
manage high-value data, serve 
business continuity requirements and 
support Information Lifecycle 
Management (ILM) initiatives

Solution:  Deploy a tiered storage 
system using an intelligent SAN 
infrastructure and CaminoSoft ILM 
application software to manage 
different classes of data.

Benefit:  Enables the creation of highly 
affordable infrastructures with policy-
based applications that manage and 
safeguard valuable data throughout its 
productive life span. 

Benefit:  Supports ILM requirements 
to achieve maximum information 
availability and data protection, moving 
production files via policy to the most 
effective storage - regardless of location 
and without distance limitations.

Benefit:  Allows administrators the 
opportunity to automate the movement 
of data that has not been accessed over 
time to lower cost storage.
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